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Dear Governor Heineman:
Nebraskans and the natural world they so enjoy benefited from another stellar year by the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission in 2006. The hard work and dedication of agency employees provided
the state with enormous outdoor recreation opportunities. This report's pages reveal how the agency
worked to maintain stewardship of the state's outdoor resources in the best interest of Nebraskans.
From a financial standpoint, the Commission had $63,088,772 in revenue for calendar year 2006,
compared to $60,178,384 in expenditures. Money was well spent by all divisions in the name of
education, research, conservation, and recreation.
The Wildlife Education Program and Project WILD introduced 3,215 Nebraskans to wildlife conservation
and management concepts in 75 programs, while the Missouri River Expo at Ponca State Park was a
huge success, seeing 18,000 visitors involved in 80 hands-on demonstrations, activities and presentations.
Hunter Education trained 8,361 students in 2006, and, in the ongoing effort to look to the future,
mentored youth hunting programs continued to grow. Hunters had a big year, with a record deer harvest
of 65,091 during the 2006 seasons. Anglers weren't forgotten. The Commission launched the Fishing Host
program, which allows an experienced angler to volunteer to conduct "how-to" clinics across the state.
It was another big year in research. The Commission helped take approximately 2500 bird samples
that were tested for the highly pathogenic strain of avian influenza. No evidence of that strain was found
in the state. Testing for chronic wasting disease included 5,841 samples and results showed the lowest
number of positive tests in the last three years.
Conservation efforts helped implement the Nebraska Natural Legacy Project as initiatives were
started in six priority landscapes and biologists were hired to work with private landowners and
partner organizations to begin conservation actions. Also, a Missouri River backwater habitat area
was constructed at Schilling Wildlife Management Area to replace a damaged habitat that had a
negative impact on fish, including the endangered pallid sturgeon.
The Commission worked to improve recreational opportunities with many projects. The Nebraska
Birding Trail Project added 10 privately owned sites to its program in 2006, approximately 15.6 million
fish of 18 species were stocked in Nebraska waters, and additional miles were completed on the Cowboy
Recreation and Nature Trail.
Many more activities and efforts led to an improved quality of life for Nebraskans and ensured that
their natural world is in good hands.
Sincerely,

Rex Amack
Director
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activities and events of the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission during the
calendar year 2006. Complete division
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COVER PHOTOS:(clockwise from top left) A full-curl bighorn ram roams the buttes at Fort Robinson
State Park; Tea Parks of Papillion smiles as she prepares to release the seven-pound channel catfish
she caught; a drake wood duck explodes off an Adams County pond; campers grill lunch during their
stay at Indian Cave State Park; the swift fox is a mammal on Nebraska's Endangered Species List.
ILLUSTRATION: (right) plains leopard frog.
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Stewardship of the state's fish, wildlife, parks and
outdoor recreation resources in the best long-term
interests of the people and those resources.
To accomplish that purpose, the Commission strives
to plan and implement its policies and programs
efficiently and objectively; maintain a rich and diverse
environment in Nebraska's lands and waters;
provide outdoor recreation opportunities;
manage wildlife resources for the maximum benefit
of the people, and strive to help Nebraskans
appreciate their roles in the natural world.

HEADQUARTERS AND DISTRICT V
2200 No. 33rd St. / P. 0 . Box 30370
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370
402-471-0641 / Fax 402471-5528
OMAHA METRO
1212 Bob Gibson Blvd.
Omaha, NE 68108-2020
402-595-2144 / Fax 402-595-2569
DISTRICT I
299 Husker Road / P. 0 . Box 725
Alliance, NE 69301-0725
308-763-2940 / Fax 308-763-2943
DISTRICT I1
524 Panzer St. / P. 0. Box 508
Bassett, NE 68714-0934
402-684-2921 / Fax 402-684-2816
DISTRICT 111
2201 No. 13th St.
Norfolk, NE 68701-2267
402-370-3374 / Fax 402-370-3256
DISTRICT IV
301 E. State Farm Road
North Platte, NE 69101-0430
308-535-8025 / Fax 308-535-8028
DISTRICT VI
1617 First Ave.
Kearney, NE 68847-6057
308-865-5310 / Fax 308-865-5309

Visit us online at

Under federal andlor state law, discrimination is
prohibited on the basis of race, color, religion, age,
gender, marital status, national origin, disability or
political affiliation.Jf you think you have been discriminated against in any program, a c t i i or facility or want
more information, contadthe Affirmative Action Officer,
Nebraska Game and Palks Commission, Lincdn, NE,
402-471-0641; the Eclual Opportunity Commission,
Lincoln, NE, 402-471-2024. TIT ITDD 402-471-4693.
USFWS, Division of Bird Habitat and Conservation,
Civil Rghts Coordinator, 4401 North Fairfax Drive
ABSP 4020, Arlington, Virginia 22203.
Printed on recycledpaper with soy ink.
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Department of Revenue, deposited
with the State Treasurer and appropriated by the Legislature. General
Fund money is appropriated to the
Commission for those operating
activities that are either nonselfsupporting (primarily administration
of the state park system and non-game
and endangered species activities);
administrative activities that are
general in nature, applicable to the
entire agency and difficult to prorate
among the various other funding
sources; and activities that extend
beyond the statutory use of the
various cash funds.
Game Cash Fund - Most of the
cash funds receive their primary
revenues from use fees. This fund
serves as the primary funding source
for fish and wildlife activities. The
fund derives its revenue from a
variety of sources, including hunting

he Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission is predominately
self-funded, receiving only around
16 percent of its total 2006 funding
from the State General Fund. Eleven
additional cash/federal funds have
been established for agency use.
The 11 cash/federal funds are
Game Cash Fund, Park Cash Fund,
federal funds, Habitat Fund,
Nebraska Outdoor Recreational
Development Act (NORDA) Fund,
Recreational Trails Federal Fund,
Aquatic Habitat Fund, Trail Development Assistance Fund, Nongame and
Endangered Species Conservation
Fund, Cowboy Trail Fund and
Nebraska Snowmobile Trail Fund.
While most of the fund names are
self-descriptive, a few of the more
critical warrant further explanation.
General Fund - It is supported
by money collected by the State

I

Donatlons
$226.818 1.5%

1

Miscellaneous
$932.891 I 1%

Resale Items
$547.118 1 1%
Land Use

Boat
Reaistrations
$879,225 1 1%

I1

Tobacco
ProductsTax
$1,309,039 1 2%
Concessions1
Admissions
$1,692,825 1 3%

Hunting
$11,598,736 1 18%

Investment Income
$1.315.958 12%

2

,

h.$2,416,135
Food Services
14%

General Fund
Appropriation
Expenditures
$10,132,752 1 16%
Grants
FederallState
Relmbursements
$8,601,773 1 14%
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and fishing permit sales, Federal
Aid reimbursements and interest
earnings. It is the largest source of
funding for the agency.
Park Cash Fund - It is the
second largest source of funding
to the agency. It is used to improve,
maintain and operate areas within
the state park system. Major
revenue sources include camping
and lodging fees, park entry permit
sales, restaurant and food services
and other park facility use fees.
Federal Grants - These are the
third largest "cash" funding sources
for the agency. They include
reimbursable and direct grants.
Habitat Funds - There are two
types of these funds, terrestrial
and aquatic. They are supported
primarily from the sale of the
stamps tied to hunting and fishing
activities, respectively.
Nebraska Outdoor Recreational
Development Act Fund - It is
restricted to the development,
operation and maintenance of
areas of the state park system.
The primary source of revenue is
the Nebraska Tobacco Products Tax.
The portion of the tax earmarked
for NORDA is the equivalent of one
cent on a conventional package of
cigarettes. This fund is criticalt o
the development and maintenance
of the state park buildings and
amenities infrastructure.

Major Expenditure Details
I

Dlrect
Federal Funds
$7,810,417 I12%

I

Camping1
Lodging Fees
$6,766,971 I11%

\

Fishing
PermitslStamps
$4,078,217 I6%

I

PARKS, ENGINEERING AND
CONSTRUCTION DIVISIONS:
These include administration and
operation of state parks, recreation
areas, historical parks, recreation
trails and related engineering and

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

Information and
Education
$2,789,925 15%

\
Administration
$4,421,141 17%

-1

'1

Law Enforcement
$5,862,963 I10%
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Capital
$7,504,045 I12%

Parks, Engineering
and Construction
$20,789,661 135%

l 'L
.'
- -

Fisheries
$7,284,678 I12%

\
Wildlife
$11,525,972 I19%

_i

construction services.
Funding sources include: Park
Cash Fund, $12,564,912 (60 percent);
General Fund, $8,062,650 (39 percent);
NORDA, $73,820 (<I percent); direct
federal funds, $86,759 (<I percent);
Cowboy Trail, $1320 (<I percent); and
Snowmobile Fund, $200 (<I percent).
WILDLIFE DIVISION: These
include administration and operation
of wildlife management areas, private
lands habitat work, game and nongame species activities and related
engineering services.
Funding sources include: Game
Cash Fund, $4,534,955 (39 percent);
Habitat Fund, $3,757,492 (33 percent);
direct federal h d s , $2,557,954 (22
percent); General Fund, $534,547
.
(5 percent) and Nongame Fund,
$141,024 (1percent).
FISHERIES DIVISION: These
include administration and operation
of fish hatcheries, Ak-Sar-Ben
Aquarium, public and private waters
fisheries resource management, and
related engineering services.
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Funding sources include: Game
Cash Fund, $5,150,256 (71 percent);
direct federal funds, $1,899,788 (26
percent); Aquatic Habitat Fund,
$143,327 (2 percent) and General
Fund, $91,307 (1 percent).
LAW ENFORCEMENT
DIVISION: These include wildlife,
fisheries, boating and parks law
enforcement administration and
operations. They also include
support provided by the division
to many other agency programs,
such as outdoor education and
Homeland Security.
Funding sources include: Game
Cash Fund, $4,284,180 (73 percent);
General Fund, $763,466 (13 percent);
Park Cash Fund, $661,989 (11percent);
direct federal funds, $152,192
(3 percent); and Game-Law Investigation Fund, $1,136 (<I percent).
ADMINISTRATION DIVISION:
These include activities associated
with the office of the director,
divisions of personnel, realty and
budget, plus activities in information

technology, district offices, federal
aid, Board of Commissioners,
credit card processing, and related
engineering services.
Funding sources include: Game
Cash Fund, $2,551,841 (58 percent);
Park Cash Fund, $1,062,397 (24
percent); General Fund, $677,896
(15 percent); Habitat Fund, $90,928
(2 percent); direct federal funds,
$38,011 (1 percent) and Aquatic
Habitat Fund, $68 (<I percent).
INFORMATION AND
EDUCATION DIVISION:
These include administration
and operation of agency printing
and mailing, NEBRASKAland
Magazine,multimedia news releases,
information publications and
some hunter education and range
development programs.
Funding sources include: Game
Cash Fund, $2,190,883 (79 percent);
Park Cash Fund, $517,023 (18
percent) and direct federal funds,
$82,019 (3 percent).
CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION:
These include construction activities
in state parks, recreation areas,
recreation trails, historical parks,
wildlife management areas, fish
hatcheries, land acquisition and
grant pass-throughs for community
trails and the Land and Water .
Conservation Fund program.
Funding sources include: Direct
federal funds, $2,880,595 (38 percent);
Aquatic Habitat Fund, $1,547,609
(21 percent); NORDA, $1,018,366
(14 percent); Game Cash Fund,
$1,325,839 (18 percent); Park Cash
Fund, $491,360 (6 percent); TDA,
$126,785 (2 percent); Cowboy Trail,
$60,736 (<I percent) and Habitat
Fund, $52,755 (<I percent).
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roviding Nebraskans an array of recmfional
opportunities is the core business of the Game
and Parks Commission. For example:

Camping a d Lodging The Internet reservation system
for cabins and campgrounds again
was very popular in 2006. Nebraska
state parks offer cabins, lodge rooms,
camping, picnic shelters and horse
stall reservations at 24 of the 86
parklands. The self-service online
system accounted for 41 percent of
the 34,805 camping and lodging
reservations in 2006.

INS for yourtawrite

TE PARKS
Eastern Bluebird

Birding Trails
The Nebraska Birding Trails
Project encourages the preservation
and conservation of bird habitat
in Nebraska and facilitates statewide economic development by
promoting the economic value
of bird watching as an attractive
eco-tourism resource.
The project's Web site,

I

According to a national survey
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in 2001, 46 million
birdwatchers generated $32
billion in retail sales, $85
billion in overall economic
output, $13 billion in state
and federal income taxes,
and created 863.406

Seventy-one state park areas offer
11,568 campsites, including 3,037
pads with electricity, 613 pads
without electricity, 165 nonpads
with electricity and 7,753 primitive
ones. Accommodations include
184 cabins and 62 lodge rooms.

Big Alkali Lake
Big Alkali, the popular fishing
camp 15 miles south and 5 miles
west of Valentine, closed temporarily

www.nebraskabirdingtrails.com,
includes a searchable database
of more than 400 places to go bird
watching in Nebraska and is linked
to community tourism information
on the Nebraska Tourism Web site.
In 2006,10 privately owned sites
(primarily ranches and farms)
were added to the project and
more nominations continue to
be received.

8
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Lake Ogallala State Recreation Area offers outdoor enthusiasts many recreational options.
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in July 2006 to allow for renovation
of cabins, camping areas and the
concession building.
Improvements to the camping area
included renovation of the water,
sewer and electrical systems; eight
new camping pads with electrical
hookups; new roofs, siding, doors
and windows on cabins and rebuilt
entrance roads. By the camp's
re-opening in 2007, the Commission
planned to complete three shower/
latrine buildings, a pit toilet and
landscaping of the campgrounds.
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Conservation officers do more than
patrols. They assist young archers
(shown) and anglers, answer questions
at expos, and present Hunter Education
and shotgun shooting classes.

--
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I Resident fur harvest
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Nonresident youth hunt
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1,170,822

1,212,596
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Safe Roads and Waters Conservation officers were using
highway safety and boating safety
funds to enhance patrols of roadways in parks and on waterways
statewide to reduce the incidence
of driving or boating under the
influence of alcohol. A detail at
Branched Oak State Recreation
Area over the Labor Day weekend
involved eight officers netting 355
contacts, with 21 citations and one
warning for violations, including
17 alcohol violations.
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Free Fishing and
Park Entry Day
In 2006, the Commission
provided fishing supplies for Free
Fishing Day events at 11 state parks
and recreation areas. Staff also
assisted with more than a dozen
other fishing events at city park
ponds during 2006. Free use of

rods, reels, and tackle was made
available at 19 state park areas,
as well as David City, Lincoln,
Nebraska City and Omaha.

Fish Stocking
In 2006, Commission fish
hatcheries produced and stocked
approximately 15.6 million fish

(18 species) in public and private
waters in Nebraska. These fish
included 13 million walleye;
441,937 channel catfish, of which
23,401 were catchable-size, 154,289
catchable-size rainbow trout; and
152,039 wipers.
Two new types of fish - triploid
rainbow trout and triploid black
crappie/white crappie hybrids
(jumbo greys) - were produced to
maximize growth and minimize
energy used to develop reproductive
organs. The triploid trout were
stocked in Lake Ogallala and
the Jumbo Grey crappies were
stocked in Baright, Kea, and
East Gothenburg lakes.

Keeping Nebraska's
Fish Healthy
The Fisheries Division's
Production Section monitors
feral fish populations, private
aquaculture facilities and state
fish hatcheries for prohibited
pathogens, including whirling
disease. No positive findings
for any of the listed prohibited
pathogens were found in 2006.

Access Improvements'
An angler access project was
completed at Olive Creek Lake
and boater access projects were
completed at Cottontail Lake,
Little Sandy Site #61 (Lonestar
State Recreation Area), Meadowlark
Lake, and Smith Lake. Boater
access projects continued at Papio
Site #13, Sherman Reservoir, and
Lake Wanahoo.
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Lake Mapping
Depth contour maps were
developed for 22 additional lakes
in 2006, many of them Interstate
80 lakes. This brings the total
number of lakes mapped to 84;
all of these maps are available
on the Commission's Web site,
www.OutdoorNebraska.org. The
lake mapping page was improvecl,
and it now provides a point-andclick interface.

Lake Renovations
and Aquatic Habitat
Rehabilitation

Powder Creek Reservoir in northeast
Nebraska is one of the many lakes
the Fisheries Division has mapped.

Brady and East Gothenburg
Interstate 80 lakes, Hayes Center
Lake, and Swan Lake all were
treated with the chemical rotenone
to remove undesirable fish,

particularly common carp. Also,
the watershed above Sandy Site
61, a newly constructed NRD lake,
was treated. All five waters will
be restocked with sport fish.
Dredging at Grove Lake was
completed; work at Bowling Lake
and Sherman Reservoir continues,
and projects were initiated in 2006
at Heartwell Park Pond (Hastings),
city park ponds in Curtis and
Friend and the Hospital Pond
in Columbus.

Cowboy Trail
More miles were added to the
Cowboy Recreation and Nature
Trail, leaving only 34 to complete
the 195-mile Norfolk to Valentine
link. The new section completed
was 21 miles between Stuart
and Bassett.

The next section under construction on the Cowboy m i l for 2007 is the 34-mile section west of Ainsworth.
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Nebraska's Natural
Legacy Project

Spring iambs indicate success with the reintroductions of bighorn sheep.

reserving and maintaining Nebraska's natural resources
is one of the Commission's most important responsibilities.
Many programs are dedicated to managing the state'sfish and
wildlife populations and land and water habitats. For example:

Bighorn Sheep
A 280-acre tract of land was
purchased as an addition to the
Bighorn Wildlife Management Area
in the Pine Ridge. This is where the
first translocation of Montana
bighorns took place in 2005. The
purchase was made possible with
the help of Grand Slam Club Ovis,
the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation,
and the Foundation for North
American Wild Sheep. The Wildlife
Division continues to monitor the
Barrel Butte, Fort Robinson and
Wildcat Hills herds for disease,
lambing success, and movements.
Research projects have been
initiated to look at hoof deformities,

12

factors causing pneumonia and
forage selection.

WiW4 Wetland Projects Wetland restoration and enhancement projects on wildlife management
areas (WMAs) continued in 2006. A
project involving sediment removal,
filling a pit, installation of a new
groundwater well, and boundary
fencing was completed on the
Greenhead WMA. A new well
was also installed on the Bulrush
WMA and the well at Kissinger
WMA was converted to electric.
Several other WMAs had new
boundary fencing installed to allow
grazing for vegetation management.

Implementation of the Nebraska
Natural Legacy Plan got off to an
ambitious start, with the 21-member
Natural Legacy Partnership Team
guiding the effort. Flagship Initiatives
were started in six priority landscapes
and coordinating biologists were
hired to work
with private
landowners
and partner
organizations
to implement
conservation
actions.
Grassland restoration activities
such as red cedar removal, prescribed
burning and grazing management
assistance are underway in each
landscape. Major funding sources
for implementing the Natural Legacy
Plan include the State Wildlife Grants
Program, Landowner Incentive
Program and the Nebraska
Environmental Trust.

Nine Mile Creek
Habitat Restoration
To date, nine landowners have
enrolled 161 streamside acres in the
Nine Mile Creek Habitat Restoration
Project in Scotts Bluff County. Of
these, three landowners signed up
a total of 1.25 miles of stream for
unlimited public fishing access.

Schilling WMA
Backwater Project
A Missouri River backwater
habitat area has been constructed
on Schilling Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) to restore riverine

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

habitat lost over the last half century.
The Metropolitan Utilities District
(MUD) is constructing a well
field in Douglas County that will
reduce flows in the Platte River,
having a negative impact on fish
species, including the endangered
pallid sturgeon.
To mitigate these reduced flows,
MUD provided approximately $1
million dollars to the Commission
to create backwater habitat on the
Schilling WMA that is expected to
have high biological productivity.
This habitat will provide excellent
spawning areas for many fish species,
as well as providing prey/food fish
for many species including the pallid

Hunters killed a record
65,091 deer during
Nebraska's 2006 hunting
seasons, 4,200 more
than in any other year.
L

sturgeon. Water will be supplied to
this backwater from an off-river
chute recently constructed on this
area by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Not only will the chute
and backwater provide valuable
aquatic habitat, but waterfowl and
water birds will benefit from this
newly created habitat as well.

Assessing Nebraska's
Fish Populations
Fisheries Division staff sampled
fish populations in 116 reservoirs,
lakes and ponds and six trout
streams in 2006. The information
collected is used to evaluate
management strategies and is
shared with anglers, who use it
to plan fishing trips.
Angler creels surveys were
conducted in 2006 on Branched
Oak Reservoir, Calamus Reservoir,
Cottonrnill Lake, Harlan County
Reservoir, Lewis and Clark Lake,
Lake McConaughy, Merritt
Reservoir, Lake Ogallala, the

*

Nebraska Pond hf~na~ement
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Pallid Sturgeon
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North Platte River and Keystone
Canal below Lake Ogallala, Rock
Creek Lake, Wehrspann Lake and
Zorinsky Lake. The information
collected is used to measure angler
use, catch rates and harvest.

Nio brara River
Instream Flow
In May the Board of Commissioners
passed a resolution directing staff to
develop instream flow recomrnendations for the Niobrara River and
its high-quality tributaries. Since
that time, the Fisheries Division
has coordinated a process that
will foster involvement and gather
input from stakeholders and collect
information needed to justify an
instream flow appropriation.

Teaming With WildlifeNebraska's Teaming With
Wildlife coalition was revitalized in
2006. TWW is a national coalition
supporting dedicated funding for
wildhfe conservation, education,
and outdoor recreation. Nebraska's
coalition grew from 49 organizations
and businesses to over 200 by the
end of the year making Nebraska
the fourth fastest growing coalition
in the country. During the same
period the national coalition grew
from 3,000 to 5,000 organizations
and businesses.

----

TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE

a natural investment

Sandhill Cranes

The Commission began a process of assessing the Niobrara River flow.
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he Commission%education outreach includes many
publications and multi-media news and information
programs. The eforts of the Information and Education
Division are complemented by education programs in the
Wildlife, Fisheries, Parks and Law Enforcement divisions.

Rivers and
Wildlife Celebration
In 2006, the Nebraska Partnership
for All-Bird Conservation partnered
with Audubon Nebraska to co-host
the Rivers and Wildlife Celebration.
Using the attraction of the migration
of 500,000 sandhill cranes through
the central Platte River each March,
this event has delivered environmental education programming to
about 200 adults from across the
United States and Canada annually
since 1970. In 2006,240 people
participated in the event, an increase
of more than 60 percent from 2005.

Project W L D
A beefed-up science and civics
workshop called "Investigating
Your Environment, Connecting
Your Students to
the Community
Through Service
Learning" was
conducted at
Ponca State Park.
Wildlife conservation issues that
were identified in our Natural
Legacy Plan specific to the Tallgrass
Ecoregion were integrated into the
cumculum and workshop objectives.
Fish and wildlife biologists helped
12 local teachers conduct field
investigations, monitor birds,
collect vegetation data and use

GPS units. Service learning projects
are in the development phase and
will help meet strategies that are
outlined in the Legacy Plan.

Wildlife Division
Partners Section
The Wildlife Education Program
and Project WILD introduced 3,215
Nebraskans to wildlife management
and conservation concepts during
75 programs conducted at schools,
environmental festivals, workshops,
meetings and conferences. Grant
funds for various projects were
secured in partnership with several
organizations, including National
Learn and Serve Program, Rocky
Mountain Bird Observatory and
Playa Lakes Joint Venture.

- FAST f a c t
Wildlife Education Trunks and
other educational kits from
the Lincoln off ice were
loaned to schools, libraries
and other groups for a total

,of 401,220
weeks, reaching
students.

Missouri River
Outdoor Expo
The second Missouri River
Outdoor Expo, held at Ponca State
Park on Sept. 23-24,2006, was
designed to inform and educate
families and other participants
about available outdoor activities.
It encouraged people to celebrate
our rich heritage and tradition of
hunting, fishing, camping, water
and trail recreation, fish and
wildlife conservation, and other
outdoor interests and pursuits.
The park hosted a school event
on Sept. 21 with 280 ninth and 10thgraders in the Talented and Gifted

d

Annual Report 2006

Exhibit booths and vendors at the 2006 Missouri River Outdoor Expo, Ponca Sfate Park.
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(TAG) program from area schools.
Students participated in a variety of
challenging and active hands-on
environmental and outdoor
education programs.
On Sept. 23-24,18,000 visitors
participated in the Expo, getting
involved with more than 80
hands-on demonstrations, activities,
and presentations on a wide variety
of outdoor interests. Commission
staff from all divisions, as well as
more than 200 local volunteers,
contributed time and talent serving
as everything from shuttle guides
and drivers to archery, shotgun,
fishing, and kayaking instructors.
The event also had more .than 75
vendors displaying items ranging
from duck calls to RVs.

Interpretation Programs
Volunteers played an important
role in the success of the state
parks' interpretation programs.
More than 700 volunteers contributed
thousands of hours to the 140

Aquatic Education

Living History at Fort Atkinson State
Historical Park at Fort Calhoun.

living history programs, including
re-enactments and interpretations
at Arbor Lodge, Buffalo Bill Ranch,
Arthur Bowring Ranch, Ash Hollow,
Fort Atkinson, Fort Hartsuff, Fort
Kearny and Rock Creek Station
state historical parks.

There were 140 fishing clinics
attended by 10,003 children taught
by 645 volunteers in 2006. The
Aquatic Education Specialist also
worked with Nebraska 4-H to
pilot a mentored fishing program,
FRESH kids, in Kearney. The
Aquatic Education Program bought
fly rods and fly-tying equipment
for the Big Mac Flyfishers to use
in their educational efforts.
Aquatic education efforts were
expanded to include involvement
with schools. Approximately 150
special education students and
adults from Millard Public Schools
went fishing; Elmwood-Murdock,
Conestoga, and Weeping Water
high schools monitored water
quality in Weeping Water Creek;
and the aquatic education specialist
conducted approximately 20
programs for the Nebraska libraries
summer reading program.

Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium Aquarium visitors in 2006 included
311 groups, 16,447 children and
4,244 adults. Workshops were held
on snakes, fishing for walleye and
catfish, bluebirds, bird banding,
backyard ponds, venison sausage
making, fly tying, hunter education,
and photography. The aquarium
also held monthly meetings of
the Cornhusker Fly Fishers, the
Schramm Park Photo Club, and
The Central Flyway Decoy
Collectors and Carvers Club,
sold 4,380 permits and served
as a deer check station.

Art Engle of Ogallala and the Big Mac Sportsmen's Club demonstrates
rod building in a fly-tying class at Garden County High School.
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State Fair
In addition to providing fish for
State Fair aquaria, the Fisheries
Division provided visitors the
opportunity to experience what it
would feel like to catch a state-record
walleye, via a fishing simulator.

Hunter Education
Hunter Education trained 8,361
students, 6,940 in firearm and 1,421
in bow hunter education in 2006. The
public was offered an alternative to
the traditional firearm class, through
the use of an independent study
course. This course used personal
instruction by certified instructors
and Web-based study.
Of 109 who trained as firearm
hunter education instructors, 66
completed their certification by
helping train a class of young
hunters. Bowhunter education
training was taken by 51, of which
26 completed their certification as
instructors in a similar manner.
Hunter Education program funding
and staff resources assisted with
the Cornhusker State Trapshoot,
Nebraska Nigh School Small Bore
Metallic Silhouette Championship,
Nebraska High School M d e l o a d e r

-

Championship, Nebraska High
School Bowhunter 3D Shoot, youth
skills camps, National Wild Turkey
Federation Women in the Outdoors
Programs, youth mentored hunts,
and the Becoming an OutdoorsWoman program.

National Archey in
the Schools Program
The NASP program expanded,
providing archery workshops for
more than 10,000 youths. The first
state tournament was held in April,
when 150 youths competed. Nearly
200 instructors have been trained
since the program began in 2004.

Shooting Range
Grant Pmgrnwt

Woman
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Student participating in the National Archery in the Schools Pmgra

Five shooting organizations
were awarded $60,000 for range

developments for Nebraska
hunters and shooters. An archery
range was completed, offering
archers Lincoln's first public facility.
The project was a joint effort with
the City of Lincoln Parks and
Recreation Department, Lincoln
Trap and Skeet Gun Club and
the Lincoln Prairie Bowmen
Archery Club.

YouthM m t d
Hunting Programs
A partnership with Pheasants
Forever continues to lead the nation
in youth mentored hunting offerings,
affording opportunities for nearly
1,000 youths in 2006, using more
than 1,000 volunteers. The National
Wild Turkey Federation's Youth
Mentored Hunting Program
continues to grow with nearly
100 participants.
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anagement of the state's natural resources involves
a constant quest for knowledge. Research is a vital
component in each division via in-house studies and testing,
cooperative programs with other agencies and outsourcing.
For example:

Artian Influenza
Early DetectrbmE f m b -

I
Prairie chicken reproduction m~....~red.

Prairlc Chickm Study Wildlife Division staff began placing
radio transmitters on prairie chickens
in Johnson County to monitor their
reproductive success and habitat
use. The results of the study will be
used to predict how prairie chickens
might react to the future loss of
Conservation Reserve Program
fields in the region, and to provide
better information to landowners and
managers wishing to boost prairie
chicken numbers. The research will
be performed cooperatively with
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
over the next several years.
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Due to the serious potential
ramifications of the spread of
highly pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI), Commission staff began
early HPAI detection efforts in
cooperation with other state
and federal agencies and the
Central Flyway.
Sampling for HPAI in waterfowl
began in early July and ran through
the migration and early wintering
periods. At the end of 2006,449
geese, ducks, and sandhill cranes
were tested. Results received have
failed to detect H5 or H7 avian
influenza in Nebraska (as well as
across North America), although
different strains of avian influenza
were found in some birds.

One hundred twenty-five shorebirds were tested in July and August.
None of the shorebirds tested
positive for HPAI in Nebraska. In
addition to Commission samples,
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Wildlife Services personnel also
tested birds for HPAI during late
summer and fall 2006. The agencies
collected approximately 2,500 total
samples in the state in 2006.

Lower Platte River
Clanidor Alliance
Realty and Environmental Services
Division staff participated in the
Lower Platte River Corridor Alliance,
which fosters development and
implementation of locally drawn
strategies, actions, and practices to
protect and restore the vitality of the
lower Platte fiver's resources. Other
projects associated with the lower
Platte River include the Plattsmouth
Chute project (now under the Corps
of Engineers Shallow Water Habitat
Program) and the Backwater Habitat
Area recently completed on the
south part of the Schilling Wildlife
Management Area.

Mallards wen, among the waterfowl L-:dd for avian influenza.
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Data is being collected on the movements of rlver otters in Nebraska.

mmnk wmkhzg
Diseasa &en&
into Cherry CountyFirearm deer hunters were asked
at check stations to voluntarily
submit their deer for chronic wasting
disease (CWD) testing. A total of
5,841 samples was collected and
submitted to the University of
Nebraska Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory for analysis. Fifteen deer
tested positive for the disease. This
is the lowest number of positive
deer in the last three years. All of
the positive deer were from the
Panhandle, except for three from
northeast Cherry County, which
represents a new extension of the
endemic area.

otter Telemetry Study In cooperation with the Nebraska
Fish and Wildlife Cooperative
Research Unit, five river otters were
trapped in the Big Bend area of the
Platte River and implanted with
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radio-telemetry transmitters. Data
are being collected on daily and
seasonal movements, home range,
habitat use, survival, and response
to hydrological changes. This
project will help close existing
information gaps and contribute
to the creation of the Nebraska
River Otter Management Plan, as
well as implement actions identified in the Nebraska Natural
Legacy Plan.

d~.t$@ralve
Efforts

Cumulative
Impact Studies

The lower Platte River provides
habitat for a variety of species and
a cumulative impact study begun in
2003 seeks to facilitate the protection
of this ecosystem by understanding
the riverine and landscape functions.
The study focuses on the interaction
of the land and water and how
changes have shaped the integrity
of the lower Platte River corridor.
This study has the support of and
is coordinated with federal, state,
and local agencies as well as nongovernmental organizations.
The main product of the study
will be a state-of-the art Geographic
Information System (GIs), which
will show the trends for different
habitats and structures such as
wetlands, grasslands, timber, channel
width, sandbar complexes, levees,
bank stabilization, sandpits and
housing. Uses of the product include
a long-term planning tool for all
of the partners involved, better
consultations for state and federal
actions, and a guide for mitigation
of various project impacts.

-*

Conservation officers cooperated
with fisheries and wildlife division
personnel on many projects, including: surveying trout anglers at ponds
stocked in the winter; population
surveys for eagles, waterfowl,
quail, turkeys, terns, plovers and
pheasants; and providing input
on population status and habitat
conditions for pronghorn and deer.
Officers also responded to a variety
of wildlife-related calls to verlfy
species and location.

UNLCo-m
.FbhitdMfd@jk

Itemmvh U&t
A study of white perch impacts
on recruitment of sport fishes
at Branched Oak and Pawnee
reservoirs was implemented
under the direction of Dr. Kevin
Pope. Information collected will
help Fisheries Division determine
approaches to manage water bodies
containing white perch.
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he Commission and other agencies and groups work well
on the federal, state and local levels. These partnerships
include agency-wide projects that serve the common Commission
cause. For example:

PATH Program
A new program called Passing
Along The Heritage (PATH) was
develoved
to provide
a dedicated
location for
mentors to take
youth hunting.
his program
brings together
compassionate landowners willing
to allow limited hunting on their
lands, mentors sharing their
passion for hunting, and curious
youth to learn about this important
Nebraska heritage.
Sites enrolled in PATH were
accessible on the Commission's
Web site by mentors who registered
to take a youth hunting. PATH was
funded by the National Shooting
Sports Foundation, the Nebraska
Chapter of the National Wild Turkey
Federation and Step Outside.
-

-

Pasting Along
The leritage

landowners conducted the burn,
which was unique not only in
size but in the fact it included
private land.
A total of 1,300 acres of native
tallgrass prairie and oak woodland
was burned to remove hordes of
invading eastern red cedars as well
as smooth bromegrass and Kentucky
bluegrass. These invaders tend to
crowd out and shade out desirable
native grass and forb species, which
subsequently reduces populations
of grassland-dependent wildlife.
It is estimated that this bum, along
with mechanical cutting operations,
removed approximately 85 percent
of the cedars in the area. Follow-up
grazing, burning and tree removal
will be implemented to maintain
this valuable tallgrass prairie/oak
woodland habitat.

Nebraska Cooperative
Fish and Wildlve
Research Unit
In 2004, Nebraska became the
40th state to host a Co-op Unit,
representing a partnership among
the Commission, the U.S.Geological
Survey, University of NebraskaLincoIn, WiIdlife Management
Institute, and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.
The mission of the Unit is to train
graduate students for professional
careers in natural resources research
and management, conduct research
that will create new information
useful for management of natural
resources, and provide technical
assistance to cooperators.
The new Unit hit its stride in 2006,
with the Commission collaborating
on nine of the Unit's 13 research
projects. The projects represented a
wide range of species and ecological
relationships, including amphibian
monitoring, the impacts of white
perch on walleye, grassland bird
responses to eastern red cedar

Rock Glen WMA
Prescribed Bum
The largest prescribed burn ever
accomplished by Commission personnel took place on Rock Glen
Wildlife Management Area (WMA),
Rock Creek Station Historical Park
(SHP) and surrounding private land
in Jefferson County. A 31-member
bum crew consisting of
Commission employees and

20

l
1
1
1

Many tended L..-!ire during the Rock Glen WMA prescribed burn.
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removal, river otter movements,
walleye and white bass in irrigation
reservoirs, and risk assessment for
invasive species. The results of these
studies will help inform management
decisions for a wide diversity of fish
and wildlife resources.

-

FAST f a c t
Nebraska's state
park areas
had approximately
10 million visitors
in 2006.

to reduce ecological risks that can
lead to costly repairs, and improving
the quality of life to keep and attract
individuals with entrepreneurial
capabilities who can create jobs
for others.

Integrated
Management Plans
Take Pride in America Take Pride in America is a partnership program that enables individuals,
civic groups, corporations and
others to volunteer in caring for
the lands that we share. The goal
is to instill a sense of ownership
and responsibility for our natural,
cultural and historic resources.
Nebraska celebrated Take Pride
in America Day on May 6 at several
state parks and wildlife management
areas. A total of 1,522 volunteers
participated in the event.
Take Pride in America Executive
Director Michelle Cangelosi visited
Nebraska on May 6, spending time
with volunteers at Branched Oak
State Recreation Area. She provided
volunteers with information regarding
the Take Pride in America program,
and awarded certificates to many
volunteer groups.

Nebraska's Fish
Host Program
In an effort to introduce fishing to
youth and parents, the Commission
launched the Nebraska Fishing
Host program. This program
includes experienced anglers who
volunteer to host free "how-to"
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fishing clinics in state parks and
recreation areas.
A host's primary responsibility is
to conduct a 90-minute, shore-based
fishing clinic for youths and parents,
teaching basic fishing skills such as
ethics, safety, knot tying, tackle
items and techniques, how to find
and use bait, where to fish live bait
and how to fish from the bank. In
addition, they will be available to
answer questions, explain fishing
rules, and serve as the park's
primary contact for the agency's
Free Tackle Loaner program at
participating parks.

Potential of
Natural Resources
A study conducted for a coalition
of political leaders, private organizations, and state agencies (including
the Commission) found that Nebraska
has natural resources with unrealized
potential for creating amenity-driven
growth, creating jobs, incomes, and
community stability.
According to the study, natural
resource amenities could stimulate
economic growth by expanding
recreational uses of resources,
providing job opportunities for
farm and ranch families, protecting
environmental values and acting

Passage of LB 962 by the
Nebraska Legislature required
natural resource districts to develop
Integrated Management Plans for
water use in over-appropriated
basins. Fisheries personnel in
South-central, southwest and
western Nebraska have participated
in this process, communicating
biological, social, and economic
needs and values of fish and fishing.

Missouri River
Monitoring
In addition to monitoring and
managing paddlefish and catfish with
state funds, the Fisheries Division
also received approximately $1.2
million from the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers in 2006 to assess pallid
sturgeon populations in the Missouri
River, evaluate impacts of Corps
mitigation efforts, evaluate the value
of shallow-water habitat created by
the Corps, and evaluate impacts of
a spring rise in water level.

Cabela's Aquarium
More than 200 fish were provided
by the Fisheries Division to the new
Cabela's store in La Vista. The new
Bass Pro Shops store in Council
Bluffs, Iowa, was given fish for its
aquarium in 2005.
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T6e number of acres of land the
Commission completed legal
boundary surveys for in 2006.

The number of horses the
Commission has in its herd to
be used for trail rides at seven
state park areas across the state.

The number of swimming pools
operated by the Parks Division.
Also, there are 33 swimming
beaches.

The number of accidents involving
an injury to a hunter reported to
the Commission. This compares to
eight in 2005.

The number of boat ramps provided
by the Commission.

The n&ber of people contacted
by conservation officers, including
31,356 hunters, 56,279 anglers, 1,299
trappers, 29,139 boaters, 130,390
park users and 122,771 others.

he numbe; of miles driven
by conservation officers while
performing their duties.
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Did You Know?
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The vrnmission us$&bous'about'500 wells capable of p r o d u q i&ut 1 0 d
%dliongallbiis of yatktr eveiy day.' That is v g h to sup* bbout a
*
fhird of Nebraska's d&king water.
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The number of educational
programs conducted by
conservations officers.

1

7 Nebraska state park,tfails include 286 miles of mountain bike trfls,
,
360 miles of hiking trails and 20a miles of horse trails.
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10 million visdrs in 2006.

Nebraskab slate park'ireb had
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To elimiqate acddents on the kterstate 8d Platte River bridge between
'dmaha,and LinColn due ta distiactions, eonservqion officers patrol the
river on airboats, restricting access t6 thai area.
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i h e ~ornn(issionhas 150 bison and 125 longhorns ga;ing the hills at
/ . L
Fort Robinson ~tate'park.
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* he ~ ~ m m i s ito&
i o ~title to c e f&owin& trac m

06: a 249$79-acre
editjbn to Bighorn Wildlife ~anagernentl~rea;202-acre adgition to
Pony State Park; and a maintenance b u i l d g on five dty lak31B+tt.
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* We State cefified 1$12<t1,1dents in boating safe@ in 2006 ahd set a record
with d,35boakpg&te&d Reports of 40boating accidents were made.

In December 2006, the.agency and 'the University
;

A conservation officer rewarded
thls young passenger a T-shirt for being
"caught-in-the-actof safe boating"
by wearing her life jacket during the
July 4th holiday at Lake McConaughy.
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-of ~ebrasl&-~&coln
hosted h e Midwest Fish
9
and W~ldhfeConference..The four~dayconfeiencc
ia Omah; was attended by 138 fish and wildlife
professionals, educators an? students from 36
itates p d t h e e Canadian provinces.
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